








proposed excavated areas (/bid ; see also EIR Figure 5-24.) This setback would limit mining to
the east side of this ridge and would reduce the West Side approximate 8$0-acre mine area by
about 23 acres and reduce the amount of material by 47 million tons or approximately 47
percent. (EIR 5-48.) The loss of reserves is disproportionate to the acreage due to the required
sloping -of the excavated slopes into Fish Canyon. (Jbid) This alternative assumes that this
amount of material would be replaced by additional mining on the Fast Side. (Ihid.}

Impacts: The Alternative Design Alternative would result in significant and unavoidable
impacts with regard to aesthetics. While avoiding the significant and unavoidable impact of the
Proposed Project to scenic view from Duarte, this alternative would result in other, new aesthetic
impacts that are deemed to be greater than those associated with the Proposed Project. (DEIR, P.
5-48.) As a result, this alternative does not present an overall environmental advantage over the
Proposed Project.

Objectives & Ieasibility: The Alternative Design Alternative would not meet Project
Objectives regarding the reclamation of the east side of Fish Creek Canyon, as this area would be
subject to long-term mining instead of immediate reclamation. Additionally, this alternative
would not meet the City’s policy plans with a regard to ameliorating visual mining impacts, and
thus is infeasible from a policy standpoint.

Findings: The City Council (1) rejects this alternative on the basis that it fails to meet
basic project objectives, is environmentally inferior to the Proposed Project, and is infeasible for
policy reasons; and (2) finds that either of these grounds provide sufficient justification for
rejection this alternative. Of the alternatives considered in depth in the EIR, the City Council
finds the Alternative Design Alternative to be the environmentally superior alternative; however,
- it is not environmentally superior to the Proposed Project, and on the bases outlined above, it is
rejected in favor of the Proposed Project.

SECTION 9: RESOLUTION ADOPTING A STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING
CONSIDERATIONS.

The City Council hereby declares that, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section
15093, the City Council has balanced the benefits of the Project against any unavoidable
environmental impacts in determining whether to approve the Project. Pursuant to the State
CEQA Guidelines, if the benefits of the Project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental
impacts, those impacts may be considered “acceptable.”

The City Council hereby declares that the EIR has identified and discussed significant
effects which may occur as a result of the Project. With the implementation of the Mitigation
Measures discussed in the EIR and adopted by this Resolution, these effects can be mitigated to a
level of less-than significant except for the single unavoidable significant impact discussed in
Section 4 of this Resolution.

The City Council hereby declares that it has made a reasonable and good faith effort to
eliminate or substantially mitigate the potential impacts resulting from the Project.

The City Council hereby declares that to the extent any Mitigation Measures
recommended in the EIR would not be incorporated, such Mitigation Measures are infeasible
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because they would impose restrictions on the Project that would prohibit the realization of
specific economic, social and other benefits that this City Council finds outweigh the
unmitigated impacts.

The City Council further finds that except for the Project, all other alternatives set forth in
the EIR are infeasible because they would prohibit the realization of Project objectives and/or
specific economic, social and other benefits that this City Council finds outweigh any
environmental benefits of the alternatives.

The City Council hereby declares that, having reduced the adverse significant
environmental effect of the Project to the extent feasible by adopting the Mitigation Measures
contained in this Resolution, having considered the entire administrative record on the Project,
and having weighed the benefits of the Project against its unavoidable adverse impact after
mitigation, the City Council has determined that each of the following social, economic and
environmental benefits of the Project separately and individually outweigh the potential
unavoidable adverse impact and render those potential adverse environmental impacts acceptable
based upon the following overriding considerations. -

®  The Proposed Project will provide an aesthetically and environmentally superior
design on the existing mining site by creating natural landforms that blend into

the surrounding environment by using micro-benching reclamation methods.
(DEIR, pp. 3-25,4.1-2, 4.1-19, 4.1-24.)

* The Proposed Project will reduce existing undesirable aesthetic features
associated with past mining and reclamation conducted under conventional
methods by utilizing microbenching, contouring the hillsides, and revegetating in
order to create a much more natural appearing reclaimed slope. (DEIR, pp. 4.1-2,
4.1-17 to 4.1-42.)

®  The Proposed Project will result in the site’s overall aesthetics being far superior
to what the aesthetics will be upon completion of the current, vested 1988
Reclamation Plan, as the lafter incorporates reclamation by conventional
benching, which will be starkly visible from many vantage points, and the former
will utilize hillside contouring and microbenching, which is designed to create a
more natural appearance and to allow more area for revegetation to occur as
compared to conventional benching. (DEIR, pp. 5-8 to 5-38.)

®  The Proposed Project will revegetate the disturbed mine surfaces through the
Project Site using native plant species. (DEIR, pp. 3-28, 4.3-36.)

®  The Proposed Project will establish and maintain viable habitat on the reclaimed
quarry slopes. (DEIR, pp.3-42, 4.3-38.)

®  The Proposed Project provides a reliable supply of Portland cement concrete
(PCC)-quality aggregate to meet the existing and future regional market demands.
(DEIR, pp. 3-7 - 3-10.)

®  The Proposed Project obtains replacement reserves for the 105,000,000 tons
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currently permitted within a footprint replicating the area of the currently
permitted mine boundary by replicating the existing 190-acre permitted area
within the approximate 270-acre site. (DEIR, p. 3-27; FEIR, p. 4-6.)

® The Proposed Project maintains a level of tax revenue for the City of Azusa
equivalent to or greater than the existing mining tax ordinance would produce
under the Applicant’s current entitlements. (See Project Development
Agreement.)

® The Proposed Project maintains existing or equivalent levels of employment both
in terms of the number of jobs and the duration of such jobs being avaﬁable on the
site. (DEIR, pp. 4.11-1 t0 4.11-2.)

* The Proposed Project provides, via the Project Development Agreement
(incorporated herein by this reference), specific benefits such as acceleration of
the payment of excavation taxes to the City, the expansion of the applicability of
such taxes to cover overburden; pricing discounts for the City on certain amounts
of aggregate produced by the City; payments for the funding of scholarship and
environmental programs; a $0.05 per ton fee to fund library construction and
various City programs; a right to purchase Vulcan’s water rights; the dedication as
open space of a trailhead and the eastern portion of the quarry; a right of first
refusal to purchase the eastern mining area; and the provision by the applicant of a
PM10 monitor.

The City Council hereby declares that the foregoing benefits provided to the public
through approval and implementation of the Project outweigh the identified significant adverse
environmental impact of the Project, which cannot be mitigated. The City Council finds that
each of the Project benefits separately and individually outweighs the unavoidable adverse
environmental effects identified in the EIR and therefore finds those impacts to be acceptable.

SECTION 10: CERTIFICATION OF THE EIR.

The City Council finds that it has been presented with the EIR, which it has reviewed and
considered, and further finds that the EIR is an accurate and objective statement that has been
completed in full compliance with CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines and the City’s Local
CEQA Guidelines and that the EIR reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the City
Council.

The City Council declares that no evidence of new significant impacts as defined by State
CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5 have been received by the City after c1rcu1at10n of the Draft
EIR which would require recirculation.

Therefore, the City Council hereby certifies the EIR based on the entirety of the record of
proceedings, including but not limited to the following findings and conclusions:

A, Findings.

The following significant environmental impacts have been identified in the EIR and will
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require mitigation as set forth in Section 4 of this Resolution but cannot be mitigated to a level of
less than significant: Aesthetics and Visual Impacts (significant impacts to scenic vistas from
Viewpoint 5 ~ Various Duarte Residences.)

B. Conclusions.

All significant environmental impacts from the implementation of the Project have been
identified in the EIR and, with implementation of the Mitigation Measures identified, will be
mitigated to a less than significant level, except for the impacts listed in subsection A above.

Other reasonable alternatives to the Project which could feasibly achieve the basic
objectives of the Project have been considered and rejected in favor of the Project.

Environmental, economic, social and other considerations and benefits derived from the
development of the Project override the significant and unavoidable impact of the Project
identified in subsection A above.

SECTION 11: RESOLUTION ADOPTING A MITIGATION MONITORING AND
REPORTING PROGRAM.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21081.6, the City Council hereby adopts the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A.
Implementation of the Mitigation Measures and Project Design Features contained in the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program is hereby made a condition of approval of the
Project. In the event of any inconsistencies between the Mitigation Measures as set forth herein
and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program shall control.

SECTION 12: RESOLUTION REGARDING CUSTODIAN OF RECORD.

The documents and materials that constitute the record of proceedings on which this
Resolution has been based are located at the City of Azusa Department of Community
Development, 213 E. Foothill Boulevard, Azusa, California. The custodian for these records is
the Director of Community Development. This information is provided in compliance with
Public Resources Code section 21081.6.

SECTION 13. RESOLUTION REGARDING STAFF DIRECTION.,

A Notice of Determination shall be filed with the County of Los Angeles and the State
Clearinghouse within five (5) working days of final Project approval.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 17" day of May, 2010.

hoi A R /G

'J?{eph R. Rocha, Mayor
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ATTEST:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 10-C30 was adopted by the
City Council of the City of Azusa at a regular meeting thereof held on the 17% day of May, 2010,
by the following vote of the City Council:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: CARRILLO, MACIAS, HANKS
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: GONZALES, ROCHA
ABSENT: _COUNCILMEMBERS: NONE

ABSTAIN:” COUNCILMEMBERS: NONE
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EXHIBIT “A”

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM
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